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Innisfail, AB – The Honourable Gerry Ritz, Canada’s Agriculture Minister for 8 years under Prime 

Minister Stephen Harper, attended an event in Innisfail today, supporting local farmer and United 

Conservative Party nomination candidate Devin Dreeshen.   

“Devin Dreeshen is exactly the sort of MLA the United Conservative Party needs here, if it wants to drive 

out the NDP and start changing things in Edmonton,” said Ritz. 

“Travelling around the country, people tell me that places outside the big cities, communities like 

Innisfail and Sylvan Lake, are being ignored. Crime is getting out of control. The agriculture and resource 

industries that drive our economies aren’t being supported. It needs to change,” said Ritz. 

“Getting government to change is hard. But Devin has the experience to do it,” said Ritz. “Devin pushed 

hard for rural communities within the Harper government. He was my point man on removing the 

Canadian Wheat Board monopoly – dealing with stakeholders, preparing legislation, and driving it 

through the bureaucracy and Parliament. He can get it done.” 

“Devin was at the heart of annual meetings with provincial and territorial Ministers, at international 

trade missions promoting Canadian agriculture in places like Hong Kong, Beijing, Moscow, Istanbul, 

Ukraine and all over the U.S. But he was always attached to his home, to his family farm near Pine Lake, 

Alberta. When I needed him during harvest or seeding, he was usually answering his phone from the 

field,” said Ritz.  

While speaking to supporters in the riding of Innisfail—Sylvan Lake, Gerry Ritz was also supportive of his 

former Cabinet colleague the Hon. Jason Kenney, who united the Progressive Conservative and Wildrose 

parties.  

“The NDP in Saskatchewan held us back for decades. Jason realized the need to unite to get rid of the 

NDP in Alberta. Unity gives Albertans a clear choice.”   

Devin worked as a policy advisor to Canada’s Agriculture Minister from 2008 to 2015, advocating for 

Canadian agriculture trade, improving rural infrastructure support, and leading the effort to end the 

Canadian Wheat Board monopoly. He now works offering support to businesses on international 

agriculture trade and farms near Pine Lake, Alberta. 
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For further information, please contact: 

Email: Vote@DevinDreeshen.com 

Twitter: @DevinDVote 

Facebook: @DevinDreeshen4AB 
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